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REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Statement by President 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Alanna Clohesy) [11.00 am]: I will interrupt the normal proceedings of the house to 
recall the end of the First World War hostilities that formally ended at the eleventh hour on the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month of 1918, in accordance with the Armistice signed. 
I ask members to now stand for a minute’s silence to remember the lives lost, and other sacrifices made in the 
First World War, other wars and conflicts thereafter. 
[Members and officers stood and observed a minute’s silence.] 
The PRESIDENT: Lest we forget. 
Members: Lest we forget. 

Motion Resumed 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: Will the government be checking that businesses are complying? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: There will be a process of checking, but obviously it will be a risk-based 
assessment and there will be no resources, obviously, to inspect every business. But there will be a process, just as 
we have with any set of regulations, whereby there will be, from time to time, inspections. We have confidence 
that there will be inspections and there will be penalties. It is just like any provision that we enact. We will not 
obviously have that capacity to go necessarily to every business, but that does not mean that this is not going to be 
a powerful tool; we believe it is. There will be a degree of inspection and check-up, and there will be a degree of 
a strategy put in place to do it. I think the member is actually losing sight of the fact that the majority of employers 
actually want this and they want the opportunity to provide a safe workplace.  
Of course, employers will also understand that if they do not do it and there is an outbreak in their business, it will 
be to their financial detriment. On top of that, there will be a risk of it unfolding as the investigation of that outbreak 
occurs. Obviously, any failure to comply will be exposed. These are all things that will give incentives. Let us 
think about this. We are trying to get to that 90 per cent vaccination rate. There will be a compliance regime, but 
to a very large extent, employers will have a very direct financial, as well as a moral, incentive and an occupational 
health and safety incentive to their other employees to ensure that they comply. 
I want to again stress that we have an issue in regional Western Australia. Indeed, there is also the important need 
to avoid 200 deaths over the year. There is a substantial difference between the 80 per cent and 90 per cent vaccination 
rate before the arrival of the disease in the community; there is a very dramatic difference in the number of deaths. 
But importantly, we are also conscious that it is hard, particularly in the northern and eastern remote parts of the state 
where there has been some greater hesitancy. We are getting across it, but that is another reason for us to hold off 
until 90 per cent so that we can make sure that as many Western Australians as possible are covered. 
HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan) [11.06 am]: I stand in support of the motion, and support it 
enthusiastically. It is a very good motion. Members opposite should not be remotely intimidated or offended by 
this motion. It is an eminently legitimate and logical motion. 
The people of Western Australia have been calling out for a plan for the last two years. There has been one plan 
and that is to close the borders. That is fine; it has kept us safe, and I applaud that. We have closed the two land access 
routes, as well as the sea and air routes, and we have all stayed safe. The Premier has been out there ad infinitum, 
day after day, bashing his chest and talking about killing and crushing the virus, which was never ever going to 
happen. That is what has come back to bite him on the backside right now. He is not going to crush and kill the virus. 
He would get a Nobel prize for that! 
Several members interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I listened to every member in silence and I ask for that respect, please. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: You will have your say in a minute. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! Hon Peter Collier has the call. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Thank you, Mr Deputy President. I sat in silence for the entire time of this debate and 
I will not be taking interjections. There was an opportunity for private members’ business after this. If members 
opposite wanted to have a say, they could have used that time, but they decided not to use it. 
Having said that, we are not going to crush and kill the virus; that is quite evident. 
Hon Dan Caddy interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Did you hear what I just said? 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 11 November 2021] 

 p5287b-5291a 
President; Hon Peter Collier; Hon Nick Goiran; Hon Dr Brian Walker 

 [2] 

Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I have made my position clear. 
Do not take my word for it, Mr Deputy President; take the word of the Chief Health Officer. During the Standing 
Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations hearings, I asked whether COVID would actually come to 
Western Australia. We cannot crush and kill it. I said — 

… ultimately, at some stage, we as a society are going to have to change our mindset to say that this 
notion of zero tolerance we cannot live with. Ultimately, we will have to get to a point in our society where 
we accept that COVID is part of our community. Would you agree with that, doctor? 

Dr Robertson said — 
Certainly, I agree. We are anticipating that at some stage we will get disease within this community, but 
what we are doing as part of that is trying to make this the best outcome we can get for this state. 

Exactly. We are going to get COVID-19. We cannot crush and kill the virus; it will arrive whether or not the Premier 
likes it. Unfortunately, the Premier, who is basking in his popularity glory, has got most Western Australians into 
the mindset that we can actually crush and kill the virus. There is a cultural attitude out there in Western Australia 
that zero tolerance is the way to go. While the rest of the world is getting on with it, Western Australia is sitting 
here thinking that zero tolerance is the way to go. That is because of the constant messaging from the Premier. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! Members, I will have to call the chamber to order. I think that 
was the fourth time in just a few minutes. Hon Peter Collier does not have very long to make his contribution. I ask 
that members respect the chair and respect the contribution of Hon Peter Collier. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Thank you. There is this cultural mindset that the Premier will crush and kill the virus 
and we can live with zero tolerance. It is not going to happen. That is what has happened. It is almost like an element 
of Stockholm syndrome—those who are captured are protecting their captor. That is exactly what is going to happen 
now. We have to get into a mindset of acceptance that COVID is going to come to Western Australia. We need 
a plan to get out of our current situation. We have been asking the Premier for a plan over the last two years. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Mr Deputy President, with all due respect. 
We got a so-called plan last Friday. Talk about a joke! This thing is not a plan. We need a PhD to work it out to start 
with. There is absolutely no plan whatsoever. If we get to 80 per cent and if we get to 90 per cent, we will do 
this, that or the other. We have no plan from the government because it was forced into it. It knows that COVID 
is ultimately going to come here — 
Hon Pierre Yang interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Do you mind? Have a Bex and a lie down. 
The plan that we now have is just garbage. We need a PhD to read it. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Mr Deputy President. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! Members, I do not want to start naming members who are 
consistently interjecting, but I will shortly. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Members should look at the questions and answers on the government website. 
Monty Python would have a field day with this plan. What happens if I want an overseas holiday? How will ineligible 
people such as children be viewed? What happens if we do not get to a 90 per cent vaccination rate? Honestly, this 
thing is a joke. This is not a plan at all. The plan says that we need to get to 90 per cent. That is fine. I do not have 
a problem with that. But why are we going to get to that point when the government cannot give some definitive 
response to the Western Australian public? The government cannot do that because it has not been able to. I will 
tell you why, Mr Deputy President. It is because our health system is an unmitigated disaster at the moment, due 
exclusively to the inaction of this government. It is an absolute disgrace. 
I listened to the parents of Aishwarya on the radio this morning. It was absolutely captivating. They were devastated 
with the report that was handed down by the government yesterday. In the words of the father of Aishwarya, the 
report was “protecting someone”. Her parents are now going to do their own report. What happened to that beautiful 
young girl seven months ago was absolutely disgraceful and avoidable. If our health system was so good, that 
incident would never have happened. 
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The second thing is that the government put another $400 million into our health system last month, which was 
not in the budget that was handed down just a few months ago. Why? If we have an excellent health system, why 
does it need another $400 million to provide another 270 beds that will not be available for another 12 months? 
Why did this not happen two years ago when the government knew that COVID was ultimately going to come to our 
shores and people were going to die? It is because of government inaction. This is the government’s plan to prevent 
COVID taking lives. A further $400 million has been allocated for additional beds—the budget was handed down 
just a few months ago—because the hospital system is in crisis.  
In addition to that, we get ambulance ramping, and we have heard this, again, ad infinitum—constantly. We have 
excuses about why ambulance ramping is occurring. It does not matter what day of the week it is or what week of the 
year it is, it changes. The excuses that emanate from the mouths of the minister and the Premier change every day: 
“It’s COVID.” How can it be COVID? We have not got any apparently. The next thing we know it is a flu epidemic. 
There is no flu epidemic. The flu rates in Western Australia are the lowest they have ever been. So what is the problem? 
It is inaction and lack of funding from the government. Do not ask me; ask the Australian Medical Association, 
ask the nurses and ask those on the front line. They will tell us. As Hon Colin de Grussa said, go into an emergency 
section of our hospitals, as I have done myself in the last two months on several occasions, not for me, but for 
my mother and another relative. You do not want to experience that, I can tell you. It is disgraceful. Then, just 
have a look at the ambulance ramping. I draw members’ attention to these figures, which are just galling. According 
to the health minister, our health system is wonderful, magnificent; it is excellent. Let us have a look at ramping. 
In January 2017, at the Armadale Health Service there were 1 809 noncompliance minutes. In the same month 
in 2021, there were 15 056 noncompliance minutes. I turn to Royal Perth Hospital. In January 2017, there were 
9 734 noncompliance minutes and in 2021, there were 54 275. Pretty much every hospital in the metropolitan area 
and the regions suffers the same fate. Have a look at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. In January 2017, there were 
4 904 noncompliance minutes and in January 2021 at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, there were 47 120. Those figures 
do not lie. 
The fact is that we have had to put hundreds of millions of additional dollars into our health system. We have 
a blowout in ambulance ramping. We have this beautiful little young girl who died in our children’s hospital. It shows 
that our health system is in disrepair. We have COVID coming, and we have a plan that apparently is going to resolve 
that, but the reason we cannot get definitive dates is that the Premier and the health minister are fearful of what is 
going to happen when it gets here. Our health system will not be able to cope with COVID, and that is a direct result 
of the inaction of this government in our health system. It has brought this upon itself. 
HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [11.17 am]: I rise to support the motion that has been moved by the 
Leader of the Opposition, Hon Dr Steve Thomas. At the outset, I want to recognise that today is Remembrance Day 
and that all 36 of us here have the benefit of having these types of debates and of having this type of free dialogue. 
That is the freedom we enjoy because of the sacrifices that have been made. I share with the rest of the members 
our mutual sentiment that we take none of that for granted. In doing so, we still have a job and a duty to do. For us in 
opposition, that is to call the government to account, and that is precisely what the Leader of the Opposition has 
done in this motion. 
The final point in the motion refers to the constant failings of the WA health system. Members will recall that 
when the current health minister was the shadow health minister, he cried out repeatedly, month after month, year 
after year, about the status of what was referred to as ambulance ramping. He would report on these record numbers. 
It is now a matter of public record, and the government has not yet apologised for this, that those numbers that the 
then shadow health minister cried out about have not doubled, have not tripled, but have quadrupled since the levels 
he himself said at the time were indicative of a crisis. In recent times, I have observed that members of the government 
and members who support the government just brush over this as if it is some form of irrelevance to have this level 
of ramping happening in our hospitals—not double, not triple the crisis called up by the member for Kwinana at the 
time, but quadruple. That type of crisis is significant not only because it is statistically significant, but also because 
it causes a problem in the waiting rooms in the hospitals. No greater example of that can be given than the death of 
young Aishwarya. This has been a very difficult week, Deputy President. I could not believe that in the debate in 
the other place, the Premier of Western Australia is quoted in the uncorrected proof as saying — 

… on the night in question, the hospital was not understaffed. The emergency department was not 
understaffed; it had its full complement. 

Those are the words of the Premier of Western Australia, the member for Rockingham, on Tuesday, 7 November, 
according to the uncorrected proof. Now, he had the opportunity to back down from those irresponsible remarks that 
he made on Tuesday when he was asked by the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Mia Davies, about this the following 
day—yesterday, Wednesday, 10 November 2021. Instead of apologising for those inappropriate remarks, he said — 
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It is a terrible set of circumstances; we all understand that. But the good thing is, obviously, we conducted 
a review and the review has 30 recommendations that we are implementing. Just to close, once again, we 
express our deepest sympathies to the family of Aishwarya. 

That family is not feeling the sympathy from the Premier whatsoever, least of all when the Premier doubles down and 
says that the hospital was not understaffed. The question is: was that true or not? According to the Independent inquiry 
into Perth Children’s Hospital (PCH), the inquiry found that triage and waiting times at Perth Children’s Hospital 
were “particularly vulnerable and suboptimally staffed.” The independent inquiry does not support what the Premier 
has said. He compounds the injury and the distress to the family by making these remarks, not apologising. 
I must say, and perhaps I am in the best position to say this as the shadow Minister for Child Protection, 
Deputy President, that I find it extraordinary—I found out today—that the Premier has never met with the family. 
The Premier has never met with the family. I say that in the context as shadow Minister for Child Protection, because 
I was astounded to find out recently that the Premier took the first available jet to go to Carnarvon to go and meet 
with young Cleo. Everybody in Western Australia has had an outpouring of gratitude to WA police for the remarkable 
set of circumstances then, but as the shadow Minister for Child Protection, can I just say to members that I find it 
highly inappropriate for a male—I say this as a male—a stranger, to go to Carnarvon to meet with a young girl who 
has just been allegedly kidnapped by another male, another strange male. It is bizarre that somebody would think that 
that was appropriate. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: That is just ridiculous. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Listen, Minister for Regional Development, this is not some trite matter. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: It is a ridiculous proposition. The family were very, very welcoming. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Minister for Regional Development — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: You’re saying the family isn’t an appropriate judge of what their daughter can deal with. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Let us use that as your standard, then, Minister for Regional Development. Do you think 
that the family of Aishwarya deserves a visit from the Premier? He has not visited them; that is the point here. He 
makes these remarks that we, according to him—“we” being the government—“express our deepest sympathies 
to the family”, yet we do not actually see him demonstrate that with his actions. Instead, when it comes to a matter 
that was absolutely a good news story—there is no question about that or the fantastic work by WA police—we see 
him take the first available jet to Carnarvon, but he cannot get in his car to go and meet with the family here. No 
wonder they are exasperated. I remind members that the Leader of the Opposition’s motion talks about the constant 
failings of the WA health system. Minister for Regional Development, there are constant failings in the WA health 
system. The minister might not like it. It may be inconvenient. It may even be embarrassing to the McGowan 
government, but there are constant failings in the health system. It is not just the Liberal Party and National Parties 
recognising that; Western Australians across the state are recognising that there are constant failings in the health 
system. It is therefore no wonder that the government has been forced to take this slow, cautious approach to the 
so-called plan post-COVID. There is no chance whatsoever that the health system at the moment would be in 
a position to cope with a COVID outbreak. That is the harsh reality, but the government does not want to ever 
concede that point—not once. It would do itself a great deal of credit if it did. 
Today, the hardworking shadow health minister drew to our attention a recent report, the Your Voice in Health survey 
for the Child and Adolescent Health Service, that noted that just 36 per cent of health workers felt it was safe to 
speak up and challenge the way things were done in the organisation. I am not surprised. Having been a member 
here for long enough, I know that any time anyone tries to challenge and call out this government, it shouts people 
down, it tries to bully them and it invents new narratives. That happens time and again. When people in the health 
system see that, it is no wonder that 36 per cent of them do not feel safe to speak up. 
Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Hon Kyle McGinn is one of those members who likes to get up and say that he is part of 
a union and that he supports the workers. Where is he for these health workers? Thirty-six per cent of them do not 
feel safe to speak up. Does the member care? I doubt very much whether he will have the courage to get up, because 
apparently in the last week or so he has been suffering from some form of political laryngitis. I find it outrageous 
that as a regional member, time and again, he has failed to have the courage to get up and respond to these matters. 
Thirty-six per cent of health workers feel unsafe to speak up when they want to challenge the way that the health 
system is working. That is no trite matter. As per usual, members opposite have been gagged. They are not allowed 
to speak. They do not even have the courage to put up a private members’ motion. Time and again we see this from 
members on Thursdays. It is time for those members to stand up and represent these workers. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I give the call to Hon Dr Brian Walker. 
Several members interjected. 
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HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [11.27 am]: Thank you, Deputy President. I have only a few 
short minutes. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! 
Hon Dr BRIAN WALKER: I was going to say that I have some sympathy with the motion. However, simply 
because of the wording of the last part of it, I am unable in good conscience to support the motion as written. Looking 
at the first part, the management of COVID, my issue is that I do not have the scientific information that I need to 
explain that to my patients. There may well be a difference between me and other members, because a non-medical 
approach is being taken to how we are managing COVID. It is a political response. People like myself actually 
need a scientific answer. I must say very strongly that we do not have enough science coming out, with all the 
misinformation and disinformation, that would allow me and my colleagues to adequately explain it to our patients 
and support the government in its approach to getting the vaccination rate throughout the community to 95 per cent. 
It would be a lot more effective, and lead us into a safer society, if we had the tools we needed to encourage those 
who are disinclined to get vaccinated. That is the first point I make. 
The second point I will make is that as members would well know from another doctor in the house, Hon Dr Steve 
Thomas, the information that we have now can be assessed only in about five years’ time when we will look back 
and see what we could have done better. That is a given in all these scientific researches, because we do not actually 
know. We can assume that the government is taking the best available advice at the moment. Can we criticise it? 
Absolutely we can. Should we criticise it? Yes, we should. Can we do any better at the moment? I am not sure we 
are in the possession of the information that we need to do a better job. I congratulate the government on what it 
has done. Would I do things differently? I probably would. Would it be better? I do not know. 
Dealing with the last part of the motion, it is not a matter of constant failure—there have been failures, absolutely, 
but not constant. We have a health service that is doing its very best to manage under very difficult circumstances 
and we ought to congratulate everyone involved in that. The constant criticism that we apply to people working in 
the health service serves only to further demoralise an already demoralised workforce. We need to provide support. 
We can provide support with money, absolutely; we can also provide support to the population, which is suffering 
right now, and give people reassurance that, through good leadership, they will be safe as a result of the current 
vaccination program. 
I heard earlier about issues regarding childbirth in the regions. I recall my horror when working in Newman when 
I found out that sometime earlier all births had been banned at Newman Hospital; they were to go to Port Hedland. 
There is no antenatal or obstetric care available at the Merredin Health Service. Indeed, nurses there who are qualified 
as midwives are no longer permitted to requalify as midwives because if they did so, people could then come in 
and receive pre-delivery treatment from them. Nurses have had to let their registration lapse. A number of women 
refuse, for whatever reason, to take part in antenatal services and do not go to Perth, but instead rock up to the 
Merredin Health Service in the early stages of labour to give birth in a hospital that is not equipped to provide 
that service. 
Childbirth has been occurring throughout the existence of womankind, so it is nothing unusual for a child to be born 
outside a hospital. It is, however, unusual to allow that to happen when the facilities that we would expect are not 
available. We can say that there are issues that need to be covered, and I would like to see that done, but that is perhaps 
an issue for another debate. From the point of view of the Legalise Cannabis WA Party, I have sympathy for the 
motion, but we will not be supporting it because of the wording of the last paragraph. 
Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


	REMEMBRANCE DAY
	Statement by President
	Motion Resumed


